The Last Supper: Passover Meal or Pre-Passover Supper?

The timing and nature of the Last Supper as described in the New Testament Gospels
present a complex yet fascinating theological discussion. Was it a traditional Passover Seder
that Jesus shared with His disciples, or was it a distinct meal held before the actual
Passover? This document explores the implications of each perspective and seeks to
understand Jesus' intentions behind the Last Supper.

Gospel Accounts and Theological Implications

The Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke) appear to describe the Last Supper as a
Passover meal, explicitly mentioning the preparation for the Passover and Jesus’ desire to
eat it with His disciples. This has traditionally been interpreted to mean that the Last
Supper included Passover elements. However, the Gospel of John suggests a different
timeline, indicating that Jesus died when the Passover lambs were being slaughtered, which
would align His crucifixion with the Passover but place the Last Supper before it.

Symbolic vs. Literal Fulfillment

Jesus' role as the Passover Lamb emphasizes a symbolic fulfillment of the Passover. While
traditional Passover elements are essential, Jesus’ death aligns with the Passover
conceptually more than temporally. He redefines the Passover elements (bread and wine)
during the Last Supper, focusing on His impending sacrifice rather than traditional Jewish
customs.

The Timing of the Last Supper

Considering John’s account, it is possible that the Last Supper was not a conventional Seder
but a preparatory meal that Jesus used to institute the New Covenant. This interpretation
allows for Jesus to be viewed as the sacrificial Lamb whose death coincides with the
Passover sacrifices, fulfilling the symbolism of the Old Testament Passover.

Conclusion

The Last Supper marks a significant transition from Old Covenant practices to the New
Covenant. Whether it was a traditional Seder or a pre-Passover meal, the essential point
remains: Jesus used this occasion to set forth the commemoration of His death and
resurrection, which is central to Christian faith.

Scriptural References
Matthew 26:17-19 - Discusses the preparation of the Passover and Jesus' desire to eat it
with His disciples.

Mark 14:12-16 - Similarly notes the preparation for the Passover.

Luke 22:7-15 - Describes the day of the Passover and the preparation.



John 13:1; 18:28; 19:14 - Provides a timeline suggesting the Last Supper occurred before
the Jewish Passover.
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